144

There is no exact parallel to the Svatah pramanyavada
in Western philosophy. It is true that in modern European
philosophy, knowledge in the strict sense, is always taken
to mean true belief. But truth or validity is not regarded as
intrinsic to alf knowledge independently of all external con-
ditions. It is in the writings of Professor LA. Reid, a
modern realist whoe's no allegiance to the current schools
of realism, that we find some approach to the view that
truth is organic to knowledge. But even Reid makes it
conditional on knowledge efficiently fulfilling its function,
namely, the apprehension of reality as it is. He thinks that
truth is nothing else but knowledge doing its job. Thus he
says, "Truth is indeed, simply, ... the quality of knowledge
perfectly fulfilling its function". Again he observes, "if
knowledge were not transitive, if we were not in direct con-
tact, joined with reality, then all our tests, coherence,
correspondence, and the rest, would be worthless". Here
truth is admitted to be a natural function of knowledge but
not as inherent and self-evident in all knowledge. In the
theory of intuitionism, we find a close appproach to the
view of self-evident validity To the question "How do we
know that a belief is true or valid". Intuitionism has
a simple answer to give namely, that we know it imme-
diately to be such. As H^bhouse puts the matter, "Intui-
tionism has royal way of cutting this, and indeed most other
knots, for it has but to appeal to a perceived necessity, to
a clear idea, to the inconceivability of the opposite, all of
which may be known by simply attending to our own Judg-
ment, and its task is done". '

The Buddhist adopt the pragmatists theory of truth
and reality. For pragmatism, truth is both constituted and
known by practical utility. The truth of knowledge consists
in its capacity to produce practical useful consequences, so
also, the method of ascertaining truth is just to follow the
practical consequences of a belief and see if they have any
practical value. From this we cen see that the Buddhists
adopt the pragmatic theory of truth and reality. For them,
practical efficiency is the test of both truth and reality. The
real is what possesses practical efficiency (artha kriya) and